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Ann and Janet grew up riding bikes with their father; 
now he and his wife Gene have a blcycle bunt for two. 
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Handicapped 
American 
of the Year 
"Well, Andy, it looks as if I'll have to start over." These 
were the first words of a newly blinded soldier to a friend 
who had dragged him from the path of exploding mortar 
shells. It was just one day after both men had been wound-
ed in an assault in 1945 on German fortified positions east 
of the Rhine River. 
The private first class who made this s~atement was 21-
year-old Robert A. Bottenberg. Bottenberg had been in 
Europe only six months when his optic nerve was de-
stroyed by a shell fragment that pierced his left temple. 
He also suffered considerable facial damage, some loss 
of hearing and total loss of his sense of smell. 
On May 3, Bottenberg was honored as this year's "Han-
dicapped American of the Year" at the annual meeting of 
the President's Committee on Employment of the 1-jandi-
capped. He was presented the President's Trophy by 
Counsellor to the President Robert H. Finch, representing 
President Nixon. 
The trophy, a plaque, is prepared and donated by stu-
dents at the Institute for the Crippled and Disabled in 
New York City and 1is the nation 's highest tribute to the 
courage and determination of its handicapped citizens. 
It was this courage that led Bottenberg to accept his 
blindness, build a new life and achieve a successful ca-
reer as a research psychologist and chief of the Computer 
and Management Sciences Branch of the Personnel Re-
search Division, USAF Human Resources Lab at Lackland 
Air Force Base. 
Dibble Hospital at Minelo, Calif., is the place Botten-
berg's new life began. He learned braille, typing and how 
to travel. A friend who went to see him reported: "At 
the end of the visit , Bob said, 'Take my arm and I'll get 
you out of here.' When he said that, I knew he'd never 
have a problem." 
While still undergoing medical treatment, he made the 
decision to go back to college. Before his Army enlist-
ment, he had attended Kansas City Junior College with 
J the intention of majoring in chemical engineering. 
Bottenberg was separated from the Army in 1946, re-
turned to Kansas City and married Gene Laffoon, a girl 
who went to his church at home, and to the same junior 
college. 
They moved to Columbia, where he enrolled at the Uni-
versity of Missouri. Realizing that blindness would limit 
lab work in chemical engineering, he decided on a degree 
program in psychology. 
Under Public Law 16, which applied to disabled veter-
ans, he was able to hire sighted individuals to read his 
text book assignments for recording on a sound scriber. 
He took lecture notes in braille, which Gene, too, learned. 
Another help was a keen memory which Bottenberg fur-
ther developed, along with his reasoning powers, by doing 
calculus problems in his head. 
Ely 1948, he earned his BA degree, graduating Phi 
Beta Kappa. Bottenberg earned his MA degree the follow-
ing year. He then attended Stanford University where he 
received his PhD in psychology, with a minor in mathe-
matical statistics. 
During his years at Lackland Air Force Base, Botten-
berg has continued his education by attending seminars 
1and cour7es in computer sciences., mathematics, statistics 
and psycnology. In 1963, with Joe H. Ward, Jr., he co-
authored a book, "Appl ied Multiple Linear Regression," 
which is a classic in the field of applied statistical tech-
niques. 
Today, as chief of the Computer & Management Sci-
ences Branch, he manages a work force of more than 100 
professional and technical personnel engaged in the solu-
tion of Air Force personnel management problems. He 
also acts as a consultant to Federal agencies, educational 
institutions and research foundations. 
In addition to his academic and professional achieve-
ments, he also tutors blind youngsters in mathematics 
and braille, and helps them adjust to their handicap. He 
frequently visits blinded veterans too, and has served as 
president of the Blinded Veterans Association. He also 
serves on the Advisory Committee to the Sensory Aids 
Evaluation Research Center at M.l.T. and teaches church 
school at the Grace Presbyterian Church. 
Mr. and Mrs. Botten berg are the parents of three daugh-
ters, Julia, a physical therapist at the Baylor Medical Cen-
ter, Dallas; Ann, a sophomore at Baylor University; and 
Janet, a freshman at Baylor. 
Bob once built a playhouse for the girls when they were 
small and often went bike riding with them. 
He taught his wife and one of his daughters to drive a 
car, and when someone asked in amazement, "How could 
you do that?" he replied: "It didn't bother me a bit. I 
couldn't see a thing.'' 
With Mrs. Bottenberg he enjoys theater-going, dining 
out, bridge, and working in the garden. And in their gar-
age is a bicycle built for two. O 
Two favorite famlly pastimes are a game of 
bridge and ll1tenlng to Ann play the piano. 
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